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Welcome 
Welcome to our Summer Newsletter. The summer 

weather has been a mixed bag so far but I do hope, 

despite this, you have been able to employ those 

brushes to good effect, However your summer is 

proceeding I invite you to take a moment to sit back and 

read about the latest and upcoming news and events in 

our society.   

Editorial 
Life is so busy today compared with how it seemed to 

have been in earlier years. The days today appear to fly 

by at a far greater rate than they used to, and it seems 

that the amount of activity that can be fitted into the 

available time has, despite many time saving gadgets, 

paradoxically become less, as we have become more 

and more hurried.  

British Pathe, the producer of newsreels and film 

footage, almost since the medium of film was invented, 

have a fascinating on-line archive of digitized films, which 

can be viewed freely on-line. It is frankly amazing to see 

this footage, some of it dating back to the early 20th 

century, showing many and varied aspects of life 

generally in those far off times. In some of the earliest 

street footage you have the unique opportunity to see the 

ordinary human faces of those living in what appear to 

be more sedate times. Is it my imagination or do they 

appear less stressed and happier with their lot than 

perhaps we are today? This would be despite the fact 

that they were facing far greater personal peril than we 

do, with greater health and survival risks and of course a 

much lower life expectancy. It may, on the other hand, 

be far too easy to view these images of the past through 

romantic tinted lenses, overlooking the worry and anxiety 

that every day life in that era entailed. 

However, in keeping with the apparent trend for greater 

busy-ness, in CAS things are just as busy as ever. We 

have our imminent Denbies Exhibition to hand, have 

produced and are looking forward to publishing our 2020 

calendar and are about to embark upon a varied and 

interesting new programme of Monday evening events 

and activities. I just hope that in all the hurry and 

complexity of modern life we all get to use the scarce 

commodity of time best to achieve our chosen objectives.    

.       Phil Sadler 
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  EXHIBITIONS (Cont.) 

.  

Archie Niven exhibited one work in the Chelsea 

Art Society Exhibition in June and also will have 

three works in the forthcoming Society of Graphic 

Fine Art Exhibition in the Menier Gallery, 

Southwark Street, London from 21st October to 

2nd November 2019.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Miguel Sopena Has been showing at the 2019 

Makers Mark, Cupola Gallery, Sheffield [selectors: 

Graham Shapley, Karen Sherwood] 

And also at : 

2019 Art@57 July Exhibition, Art@57 Gallery, 

Dulwich, London [selector: Louise Ward] 

2019 Contemporary Landscapes, 508 Gallery, 

Chelsea, London [selectors: Emma Tomlinson, 

Luanna Flammia] 

2019 Summer Salon 2019, Candid Arts Trust, 

Angel, London. 

 

Jenny Arnold had a painting accepted by "Exhibit 

Here" at the Menier Gallery, Southwark during 

February 2019 

 

Yellon Huang  is preparing to take part in The 

Sunday Times Watercolour Competition 2019 and 

to exhibit in the SWA Exhibition, also in the 

People‘s Landscape Exhibition in Claydon House, 

which runs from Saturday 7 September to 

Wednesday 2 October 2019 in The Courtyard  Art 

Studio in Claydon, Buckinghamshire. 

 

 

 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

Avril Sleeman will be showing at both The 

Society of Feline Artists at Charlfred Fine Art, 

The Royal Opera Arcade (ROA) Gallery in Pall 

Mall on Monday the 9th to Fri 20th September 

2019 and at the Woolwich Contemporary Print 

Fair on: 7-10 November 2019 held within the 

confines of the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich SE18 

6ST. Avril has had six etchings of cats accepted 

for the SOFA show and three etchings of 

landscapes accepted for Woolwich  

  

 

Denbies Exhibition 

The CAS Denbies exhibition, set in the glorious 

surroundings of the Denbies Wine Estate in Dorking is 

once again underway. Setting up the exhibition went 

smoothly, not only thanks, in large part, to the meticulous 

prior preparation by Neil Collins and the committee, but 

also to the hard work and efforts of all the assembled 

members on the day. This is not to mention the hard work 

of all the artists in producing such a high standard 

collection of wonderfully varied images in all sorts of 

media for the public to enjoy.   

     

EXHIBITIONS 

Our members surely are a busy bunch, The following 

briefly outlines the participation of CAS members on the 

wider artistic scene. 

 

Linda Wallis: had two pictures in the Society of Botanical 

Artists  exhibition in the Mall Galleries in June. Linda 

reports that the exhibition was particularly beautiful like 

walking into a room full of colourful flowers. 

Linda also has had a picture accepted by the Society of 

Women Artists  which will be in September in the Mall 

Galleries. 

 

 

     

Salina Jane: was delighted to be invited to show her work 

at Indo-Caribbean Culture Fest, a festival celebrating the 

culture of Caribbean’s of Indian descent. “It was such a 

great event, fun and positive and I was privileged to be the 

only artist to be on show”.  The event got a lot of press, 

including a BBC news article which included Salina’s work 

as a backdrop in the film and which went viral!   

Follow this link to see the 

film  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-49166806/roti-

doubles-chutney-music-is-indo-caribbean-culture-under-

threat 
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1.   

Warlingham Art Group 

If you or anybody you know enjoys painting in 

the company of other like-minded people, then 

you would be very welcome to come along to 

Warlingham Village Hall any Tuesday morning 

about 11.00am to meet us for a cup of 

coffee and to see if you would like to join us.    

Further information from  

  Joan Aeschlimann: tel.01883 624 330  

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

Roger Lewis and friends 2019 is a 

joint art exhibition in the New Gallery 

Space and Drawing Room at the Ripley 

Arts Centre, Bromley, to be opened 

by Archie Niven SGFA, past President 

of the Croydon Art Society at the Open 

evening on 10th October, 7.30 pm to 

which all members of The Croydon Art 

Society are cordially invited.   

 

Roger is pleased to display his art in the New Gallery Space spanning his time as an Art Tutor at the Ripley 

Arts Centre, Bromley, having the privilege and pleasure to run his art tuition sessions for adults on Tuesdays 

for the last 19 years enabling many inexperienced students to flourish and take their art enthusiasm to another 

level, some being attendees at the sessions over many years. Their recent accomplished results may be seen 

in the Ripley Drawing Room exhibition running at the same time. 

 

 

.   

 

Exhibitions (Cont.) 
 

Ripley Arts Centre 

.   

 

Many thanks to everyone for telling us about your previous and forthcoming exhibition activities.             Ed 

 

 

.   

 



  

Summer Lunch 2019  

After speeches from our President and Chairman, full advantage was taken of the extended opportunity to 

chat and enjoy the assembled company.  

 

. 

The weather on Sunday 18th August 2019 

didn’t start in broad sunshine, indeed there 

were a few spots of rain in the air. But as the 

day progressed the skies lightened and by 

mid-day there was even some sunshine, 

which beat down upon the merry gathering of 

CAS members and spouses who were 

meeting at the Farleigh Golf Club to enjoy this 

year’s Society Annual Summer Lunch. 

 

Our gathering enjoyed a three-course lunch consisting of 

a selection of starters, a choice of carvery for the main 

course and a range of deserts, all ending with coffees 

and teas. All this was enjoyed in a convivial setting and 

we took advantage of a fine opportunity to become 

acquainted with our fellow members. As an unexpected 

bonus we were also able to view, albeit at a distance, the 

aerobatics being performed at the nearby Air Show 

taking place at Biggin Hill. 

 

 

A big thank you to all who worked so hard to arrange the lunch event and also to Salina and her Partner for 

the lovely pictures. 



  

Summer/Autumn Evening Activities  
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

September 23rd: Practical Evening. Life Model  

The advice often given that the more you draw the better 

your painting becomes I think holds very true. Hone up 

your drawing skills tonight at our life class. The model has 

been booked so bring along your media of choice and give 

your hand and eye a full workout.   

October 7th : Talk on Venice and the British.  

Martin Heard is tonight going to deliver a talk on how 

Britain’s’ historic love affair with the 'Jewel of the 

Mediterranean' has created the modern ideal of the Venetian 

‘experience'. As a well-travelled and researched art historian 

Martin’s talk is sure to be interesting and informative, and 

perhaps may inspire a few venetian artworks in the ensuing 

months. 

September 9th: Criticism Evening – Paulo Francis 

How is your artwork coming on over the summer break? 

Have you produced some of your best ever work? 

However you may feel about your endeavours please bring 

a couple of pictures tonight for criticism. As a professional 

artist and gallery owner himself you will be surprised how 

helpful Paulo’s unique insights can be.  

October 21st: Demonstration – Acrylic Painting. 

Tonight, award winning fine artist and author Hashim Akib 

will be with us to demonstrate painting in acrylics. 

Hashim’s vibrant use of colour and depiction of light make 

his paintings characteristically dynamic. So come along 

tonight and maybe be inspired to break out those acrylic 

tubes hidden away in your studio.   



   

Evening Activities Cont. 
 

Summer/Autumn Evening Activities  
  

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

November 4th: Criticism Evening – Stewart Ganley 

Tonight, we have another opportunity to submit our work 

for constructive criticism, on this occasion by London 

based artist and illustrator Stewart Ganley. As a painter 

himself Stewart will be able to give us the benefit of his 

many years of professional practice. Bring along two of 

your latest works for the session. 

November 18th: Practical Evening – Portrait Model 

If you haven’t yet tried one of our practical portrait 

evenings I do urge you to come and give it a go tonight. 

We have the model arranged and you can spend the 

evening at your own pace capturing that perfect likeness 

in a convivial setting. Bring the medium of your choice 

and exercise those drawing skills. 

  
 

 

December 2nd: Social Evening. 

Come along tonight to enjoy our annual Social Evening 

It’s always good fun, and I think nicely marks the first 

festive activity of the season.    



  

Evening Activities – How to Get There 
 

HOW TO GET THERE 

The venue for all the evening meetings is Christ Church Methodist, Minor Hall, Lower Addiscombe 

Road in Croydon, and the programme runs on alternate Monday evenings starting at 7.45pm. 

Although the venue is within the church premises, the access is from the rear car park off Canning 

Road. There is limited parking in the rear car park but we may also now park in the front car park off 

Lower Addiscombe Road. If both areas are full there is ample easy kerbside parking in Canning 

Road, although these are in marked bays there is no charge as the times are outside of the restricted 

hours. 

 

Refreshments are provided at mid-session (30p charge) and we look forward to seeing you. From 

experience it’s best to arrive early.  

 



  

ARTISTS OF THE FUTURE 
                  By Yellon Huang 

Introduction. 

During the Spring Exhibition at the Clocktower CAS Member Yellon Huang, who is an artist and a teacher, 

brought her classes on an educational trip to see the exhibition. The children had a lovely visit and it was 

lovely to see their obvious appreciation of the artwork on display. Anyway, enough from me, I’ll leave it to 

Yellon to tell further of the day out:           Ed 

 

 
It has been a great joy for the children from our two art classes to visit the CAS exhibition.  The children 

were so excited and amazed by the art works they saw. As they walked around from picture to picture you 

could hear them exclaiming 'Wah! I like this!” and “How they can do that?” 

Being an artist myself as well as an art teacher, I appreciated how important it is for learning through seeing 

and thinking.  Taking the young children to visit an art exhibition is a great way of opening their way for seeing. 

 



  

I usually will ask them some questions to guide them to think through the exhibition and will encourage 

them to discover what is interesting in their own eyes.   Then they will have time to choose one or two 

artist's works to copy.  

Yellon Huang 

Of course, at the end of the hard work, I rewarded them by taking a photo with the artist they admired. 

Unfortunately, they are far too young to realise how important it was to get a signature from Archie though. 

 

ARTISTS OF THE FUTURE (Cont.) 

A few boys adored Archie's painting of boats.  They sat down in front of the painting and started to work 

on it without any hesitating.  They were so busy that they didn't know Archie was standing behind them 

 



  

My trusty dictionary gives the “definite article – THE” particular ways in which it can be used and the 

added meaning it can give to another word, person or object: 

For example one definition is:  “used to indicate a particular person or object”. 

Way back in 1878 very may years ago a group of eleven artists got together and called themselves the 

Watteau Society.     Three years later in 1881 the group had enlarged considerably and so they changed 

the name to Croydon Art Society, the group we all now are members of 

A WORD OF A DIFFERENCE 
By Archie Niven 

 

The Confession  by Sir Frank Dicksee 

Again when I was doing some research recently into Clubs, Groups, Associations and Societies I was 

prompted to try to ascertain the difference between them. 

For example:    A Society is “an organised group of people sharing a common aim or purpose”.    

And A Group is “a group or association of people with common aims or interests” 

So what has this got to do with anything concerning the group of artists to which we all belong?  Do words 

make a difference?    Are they important or are they unimportant?    Perhaps, perhaps not. 

 Way back in 1904 our Society had grown in size and importance and at the AGM that year the name was 

changed to The Croydon Art Society.     Our forefathers thought we were of such importance that the 

definite article was added.    And yes quite rightly so.    At that time as members and as invited artists we 

had such luminaries as John Singer Sargent, Sir Alfred East, Sir Frank Dicksee and William Holman Hunt 

to name but a few. 

Summer Haze by Sir Alfred East 

Fishing for Oysters at Cançale by John Singer Sargent 

The Hireling Shepherd by William Holman Hunt 



  

Again, referring to above the only significant difference between a Club and a Society is the word 

“organised”.    We are certainly well organised and way above the average club albeit with many fine 

artists in their midst. 

Does all this matter?     As one of the old timers in our group who over the last fifty years or so has 

always striven to make sure we maintain the status bestowed on us by our predecessors I am afraid 

to say I cringe when I hear some members refer to us as Croydon Art Society and also when I see the 

same error appearing in print in Art Journals.    Again, when I hear some say “are you coming to the 

Club tonight?” I despair.  

If you feel all of the above is irrelevant and unimportant then I put it to you that I think you are on the 

slippery slope of making us unintentionally just like any other group.    I do hope some of the members 

may take the trouble to find out just a little bit more of who and what we are. 

Archie Niven 

 

A WORD OF A DIFFERENCE    Cont. 

   (Cont.) 

It was great news to hear that the Croydon Art Society has, once again, proceeded to be one of just 7 

finalists shortlisted for the Cultural Impact Award in this year’s Croydon Business Excellence Awards 

This prestigious award: “celebrates the wealth of organisations in Croydon which enrich the community 

and create a positive perception of the area through the arts” 

Being shortlisted is quite an achievement as there were a greater number of organisations entering into 

this year’s award scheme than on previous years, and that the standard of entries are reported to be 

higher than before. 

Well, we look forward with excitement to the announcement of the category winners which will take place 

at a gala dinner on Thursday, 3rd October 2019. 

   

Croydon Business Excellence Awards. 



 

WEBSITE AND BOOK OF ARTISTS 
There are still a great many members, new and 

old, who do not have an entry on the Society's 

website or in the Book of Artists which is on 

display at every exhibition. We have now 

completed giving our website a brand new look 

and feel, so now is a great time to get your name 

and a few of your pictures added. 

At present this is FREE to all members so why 

not take advantage while it still is.     

For details refer to our webmaster Raymond Ore 

ray@raymondore.co.uk 

 

  

Get in touch 
 Contribute to future editions of the newsletter by 

sending your News/Exhibitions reports and any items of 
interest.  

 
Please let the Editor, Phil Sadler have your contributions 

Deadline: 15th December 2019 
email : p.sadler3@ntlworld.com 

15, Albury Road, Merstham, Redhill Surrey RH1 3LP 

On a Lighter Note 

 
I know its not quite time yet to start writing letters to Father Christmas. But just to get you started here 

are some examples of previous correspondence: 

 

   

You might adopt the bribery approach 
Or take a firmer attitude 

or a conciliatory tone perhaps 

But be clear on your requirements 

Have an eye for Health and Safety 
And let him know how 

determined you are 


